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Abstract

Brualdi and Massey in 1993 posed two conjectures regarding the
upper bound for incidence coloring number of graphs in terms of
maximum degree. In this paper among some results, we prove these
conjectures for some classes of graphs with maximum degree 4.
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1 Introduction

Throughout the paper, G = (V, E) is a finite, undirected and simple graph of
order n(G). The minimum and maximum degree of G are denoted by 6(G) and

A(Q), respectively. For the definitions and notations, we follow [4].

Suppose that v is an arbitrary vertex in G and e is an edge incident to v. The
pair (v, e) is called an incidence in G. The set of all of incidences in G is denoted
by I(G);

I(G) = {(v,e) € V(@) x E(G) : edge e is incident to v}.

Two incidences (v, e) and (w, f) are said to be adjacent in G if one of the following
conditions holds:

i) v =w;



i) e = f;

iii) the edge vw equals to e or f.

The incidence coloring of G is a mapping o : I(G) — S (S is the color set)
in which adjacent incidences receive different colors. If |S| = k, then G is said
k-incidence colorable. The minimum k for which G is k-incidence colorable, is
the incidence coloring number of G denoted by x;(G). For a subgraph H of G,

we mean by S(H) the colors used for the incidences of H in coloring o.

In what follows, for convenience “coloring” means “incidence coloring”. For
an arbitrary vertex u of V/(G), we denote the set of all incidences of form (u, uv)
by I'"(u) and the set of all incidences of form (v, vu) by I (u) and we show each
incidence (u,uv) by (uv). If o(uv) = i, then the phrase “affected incidences from
color 7", refers to all of the incidences which are adjacent to the incidence (uv).
For a subgraph H of G, I;(u) means the set of incidences of I~ (u) which belong
to I(H). Also, Ny (u) means the set of neighbors of  in H.

The concept of incidence coloring was introduced by Brualdi and Massey in

1993 [5]. They proved that in general:
A(G) +1<xi(@) < 2A(G) (1)

The lower bound for some graphs such as complete graphs and trees; also the up-
per bound for cycles of order not divisible by 3 are attained. Among some other
results in [5], the following two conjectures, which are equivalent for A(G) < 3,

are posed.

Conjecture 1. The upper bound is never attained for graphs with A(G) > 2.

Conjecture 2. For every graph G, xi(G) < A(G) + 2.

Conjecture 2 is known as the incidence coloring conjecture (ICC).

The ICC is proved for some graphs such as complete graphs, trees, com-
plete bipartite graphs [5], graphs with A(G) = 3 [9], K4-minor free graphs [8],

outerplanar 2-connected graphs [11].



In [7] Guiduli showed that the concept of incidence coloring is a special case of
directed star arboricity introduced by Alon and Algor in [1]. Following their work,
he showed that the Paley graph of order p with p =1 (mod 4) is an example
to prove that ICC is false. Moreover, he proved that x;(G) > A + Q(log(A)),
where Q = 1/8 — o(1). However this asymptotic bound left open the possibility
of the truth of ICC for graphs with small maximum degree. The ICC for the
cases A(G) = 1 and 2 is straightforward. In [10] Shiu et al, proved the ICC
for cubic Hamiltonian graphs and some other cubic graphs and they conjectured
truth of ICC in general case for cubic graphs. In [9] Maydanskiy proved ICC for
all graphs with maximum degree 3. He conjectured that ICC would be true for

the graphs of maximum degree 4.

In this paper, we will investigate the incidence coloring of some graphs of max-
imum degree 4. According to the upper bound in (1), for such graphs, x;(G) < 8.
Regarding to prove the first conjecture, we decrease this bound to 7 for some 4-
regular graphs. Also, we prove the ICC for some classes of graphs with maximum

degree 4.

The following proposition is easy and its proof is omitted.

Proposition 1. If G is an edge disjoint union of two subgraphs G1 and G2, then
xi(G) < xi(G1) + xi(G2).

In [6] it is proved that for every cycle Cy of order divisible by 3, xi(Crn) =3
and for the other cycles, x;(C,) = 4. Also it is proved that for every path P,,
xi(Py) = 3. For convenience in our expressions because of the repetition, we give
a coloring of cycles and paths and fix this coloring throughout the paper.

Let Cy, : viva..vpv1 be a cycle of order n, v; € V(C,) and u € Ng¢, (vi). We

define the incidence colorings oo, o1 and o2 as follows.

I) If n = 3k, let oo : I(Cr) — {1,2,3}, where for every i, 1 < i < n, oo(uv;) =
3 i=0 (mod3)

{ 2 i=1 (mod 3)
1 i=2 (mod 3)

II) If n = 3k +1, let 01 : I(Cr) — {1, 2, 3,4}, where o1(I~(v1)) = 4 and for every

i,2<i<n,



2 i=1 (mod 3)
1 i=2 (mod3)

3 i=0 (mod3)
al(uvi) =
IIT) If n = 3k + 2, let 02 : I(Cr) — {1, 2, 3,4}, where o2(v2v1) = 2, o2(vpv1) = 3,
02(Vn-1vn) =1, o2(vive,) =4, and for 4, 2 < i <n—1,
{ 3 i=0 (mod3)

2 i=1 (mod 3)
1 i=2 (mod 3)

o2 (uvi) =

Note that if P, : v1vz...vn, be a path, then the restriction of o¢ on I(P,) is an

incidence coloring of P, by 3 colors. Later on, we denote this coloring by o'.

2 The truth of Conjecture 1 for some graphs
with A =4

In this section, we prove that Conjecture 1 is true for some classes of 4-regular
graphs. A 2-factor in a graph G is a 2-regular spanning subgraph of G. It is
known that every 4-regular graph is 2-factorable, that means F(G) is disjoint

union of two 2-factors [4].

Theorem 1. Suppose that G is a 4-reqular graph with a cycle decomposition into
two 2-factors Fi and F.

I) If the orders of all components of Fi are divisible by 3 except ezactly one cycle
which is of order 3k + 1 and F» is Cy-free, then xi(G) < 7.

II) If the orders of all components of Fi are divisible by 3 except exactly one cycle
which is of order 3k + 2, then xi(G) < T.

Proof. 1) Let Fi = C1 UC> U ...U Ct, where Ci : vive..vyv1, n(C1) = 3k + 1
and n(C;) =0 (mod 3), 2 < i < t. First we color the cycles C;, 2 < i < ¢,
as coloring oo and the cycle C as coloring 1. Then, we color 2-factor F» as
follows. First set (I, (v1)) = 4. Now, we color the affected incidences from
color 4. Clearly afterwards, we can color the remaining incidence of F> by four
colors {4,5,6,7}.

Let Ng,(v2) = {vk,, vy} and Ng,(vi) = {vrg,ve,}. We call the sections

Uk, V2Uk, and vgy iUk, as subpaths. Since by assumption F» is Cy-free, vertices vo



and v; have at most one common neighbor. If N, (v2) N Np,(v;) = &, then the
subpaths vy, v2vg, and vi,vivr, are colorable as o' separately using the colors
{5,6,7}. If |[Ng, (v2) N Np, ()| = 1, say vk, = vky € Np, (v2) N Ng, (1), then the
subpath vy, v2vk, vjvk, is colorable as ¢’ using the colors {5, 6, 7}. Obviously after

this, the affected incidences from color 4 on the vertices v2 and v; are colored.

Let Np,(v1) = {vi,,vi,}. We assign o(Ip, (vi,)) = 5 and o(Ip, (vi,)) =
6. Now we consider the incidences affected from 4 by the vertices v;; and vj,.
Suppose N, (vi;) = {v1,v¢; } and Np, (vi,) = {v1,ve, } (since Fs is Cy-free, t; #
t2). According to described coloring until now, to obtain a coloring, we must
have o(vi, v, ) € {6,7} and o(vi,ve,) € {5, 7}.

Now the remaining uncolored incidences of F» are union of some paths. To
complete the coloring, we can color these incidences using the colors {4, 5,6, 7}.
Since these incidences are not affected by incidences with color 4 and the colors
used on incidences in Fy are {1,2,3}, such a coloring is possible (in Figure 1(I)
an example of such coloring is illustrated. 2-factor Fi is shown by black lines and

2-factor F> is shown by dash lines).

II) Let i =CiUCU ... U Ct, where C1 = V1V20V3...0] V1, TL(C1) = 3k + 2 and
n(C;) =0 (mod 3), 2 < i < t. First we color the cycles C; as coloring o and

the cycle C; as coloring o2. Now we provide a coloring on the incidences of Fb.

For this purpose, first we color the affected incidences by color 4 and af-
terwards color the remaining incidences using colors {4,5,6,7}. Suppose that
Nr, (v1) = {vk;, Vko } and Ni, (v1) = {Vkg, Uiy }- If Ny (v1) [ Ney(vi) = &, then
color the subpaths vy, vive, and vigvivk, by {5,6,7} such that o(Iy (v1)) =
0(1132(1)[)) =7.If |[Nm(v1) | Nr (w)| = 1, say vk, = vky € Ny (v1) [ Ny (v1),
then color the subpath vi, vive,vivE, by {5,6,7}. If |Npg, (v1) [ Nes (v)] = 2,

then vy, v1vk,vivE, forms a 4-cycle C'. To obtain a coloring, set:

o(Ip,(v1)) = 7,0(Ip,(v)) = 4,0(Ip,(vk,)) = 6,0(IF,(vk,)) = 5

The assignment o yields a coloring of C'.

So far, we have colored all of the incidences affected by color 4. Similar to the
previous part, the remaining incidences in F5 are affected by three colors {1, 2,3}
and those can be colored using four colors {4, 5,6, 7} (Figure 1(II) is an example

of such coloring. 2-factor F; is shown by black lines and 2-factor F is shown by



dash lines). m
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Figure 1: An example for Theorem 1.

Theorem 2. If G is a 4-reqular graph decomposed into two Hamiltonian cycles,

then x:(G) < 7.

Py P
Proof. Suppose that Ci : v1 v2...v, v1 and Cs @ v1 V0j, .05, , 1,3 < J < n—1,

are two Hamiltonian cycles of G.

We proceed to give a coloring of G. We color the subpath P; as coloring o,
such that S(P1) = {1,2,3}. Similarly, we color the subpath P, as coloring o',
such that S(P2) = {4,5,6}. Let v € V(G) — ({v1} U N(v1)), Ne, (v) = {z1,z2}
and Ng,(v) = {y1,y2}. According to the coloring, for colored incidences, we
have o' (vx;) # o' (vx;) # o' (xv) € {1,2,3} and o' (vy:) # o' (vy;) # o' (yiv) €
{4,5,6}, for i,j = 1,2. Also, o'(vz;) # o'(vy;) and o' (z;v) # o'(vy;). Hence,

the affected incidences in an arbitrary vertex v have received different colors.

To complete the coloring of G it suffices to offer proper colors for the inci-
dences in I (v1) and I~ (vy). For this sake, first we color the incidences of It (v1).
Since o(vavs) = 1, choose a1 € {2,3} and a> € {1,2,3} — {a1,0' (vavn—1)} and
assign o(viv2) = a1 and o(viv,) = a2. Similarly, there are two permitted colors

in {4,5,6} to be assigned for the incidences (v1v;) and (vivj, _,).



To complete the coloring of G and according to this fact that the incidences in
I~ (v1) are not adjacent, we assign o(v2v1) = o(vav1) = o(vjv1) = o(vj, _,v1) =
7. Therefore, x;(G) < 7 (in Figure 2 an example of such coloring is illustrated.

Two Hamiltonian cycles are discriminated by black and dash lines). |

Figure 2: An example for Theorem 2.

The existence of two edge disjoint Hamiltonian cycles in some 4-regular graphs
has been proved. In the following, we introduce some classes of such graphs and

conclude that Conjecture 1 is true for these graphs.

Definition 1. [4] Let T be a finite abelian group and S be a set of elements of
I not including the identity element. Suppose, furthermore, that the inverse of
every element of S also belongs to S. The Cayley graph of T' with respect to S is
the graph CG(T', S) with vertez set ' in which two vertices z and y are adjacent
if and only if xy ' € S.

Theorem 3. [3] Every 4-regular Cayley graph contains two edge disjoint Hamil-

tonian cycles.

Corollary 1. If G is a 4-regular Cayley graph, then x;(G) < 7.

Definition 2. [2] The Butterfly graph of dimension n, denoted by BF(n), is
the graph with verter set Zin, X 7.5 and with edges defined as follows. Any vertex
(I,z), where I € {0,...,n — 1}, © = xoZ1...Tn—1,2; € Z20 < i < n—1, is
adjacent to the vertex (I + 1,z) and to the verter (I + 1,z(l)), where xz(l) =

ToL1..L|—1Z[LI41-..Ln—1-



Theorem 4. [2] The Butterfly graph contains two edge disjoint Hamiltonian

cycles.

According to 4-regularity of Butterfly graph, Theorem 2 ensures the truth of
Conjecture 1 for this graph.

Corollary 2. If G is a Butterfly graph, then x:(G) < 7.

3 The truth of ICC for some graphs with
A=14

In this Section, we prove that ICC (Conjecture 2) is true for some classes of

graphs of maximum degree 4.

Theorem 5. Suppose that G is a 4-reqular graph decomposed into two 2-factors
Fi and F». If the order of every component of F1 and F» is divisible by 3, then
xi(G) < 6.

Proof. Let Fi = Ci1|JCa1 |J...lJCr1 and Fo = C12|JCa2 | ... | Ci2, where
n(Ci1) = 0 (mod3), n(Cj2) =0 (mod3),1 <i <rl<j <t Since
Xi(Ci1) = xi(Cj1) = 3,1 <i <r,1<j <t by Proposition 1 we get, x:(G) <
Xi(F1) + x:(F2) = 6 (in Figure 3 an example of such coloring is illustrated). W

Figure 3: An example for Theorem 5.



Corollary 3. Let G be a 4-reqular graph of order divisible by 3 which can be
decomposed into two Hamiltonian cycles. Then, xi(G) <6

Figure 4: An example for Corollary 3.

It is known that a 2k-regular graph consists of k edge disjoint 2-factors [4].

According to this fact, we have the following corollary.

Corollary 4. Let G be a 2k-regular graph. If E(G) = F1 U F> U ... U F}, where
the order of each component in every 2-factor F; is divisible by 3, then G is

3k-incidence colorable.

Proof. Every 2-factor F;, 1 < i < k, is colorable with 3 colors (among 3k
colors). Therefore by Proposition 1, x;(G) < 3k. [ ]

Theorem 6. If G is a graph with mazimum degree 4 which has a decomposition

into two Hamiltonian paths, then x:(G) < 6.

Proof. Let G = P;UP,, where P; and P» are two Hamiltonian paths. We color
P as coloring o’ such that, S(P1) = {1,2,3} and path P as coloring ¢’ such
that, S(P2) = {4,5,6}. This assignment gives an incidence coloring of G. Thus
by Proposition 1, x;(G) < xi(P1) + xi(P2) =3+ 3 =6 (in Figure 5 an example

of such coloring is illustrated). |

Corollary 5. Let G be a 4-reqular graph decomposed into 2-factors Fi and F,
where F1 is a Hamiltonian cycle and every component of Fa> is a cycle of order
multiple of 3 except one cycle C of order 3k + 2. If e is an edge in C, then
xi(G —e) <6.



Figure 5: An example for Theorem 6.

Proof. According to coloring o', P = C' — e is 3-incidence colorable. If e = uv,
then there exists a € {1,2,3} such that a ¢ I} (u) U I, (u). By the assumption
G is of order n = 2 (mod 3). Let Fi : uvivs...vp—1u. We color Fi as coloring
o2 such that S(F1) = {4,5,6,a} and o2(uv,—1) = a. Finally, we color the cycle
components of order 3k in F» as coloring oo by colors {1,2,3}, by a renaming if

necessary, such that I, (vo—1) = {a}. ]

Theorem 7. Suppose that G is a graph of mazimum degree 4 decomposed into
a Hamiltonian cycle C' and a Hamiltpnian path P.

(@]
(1) Let n(G) = 3k + 1 and C : m...vnvl. If P : v1v3vj...0:020;..., where
n(Ci) =1 (mod 3), then x:(G) < 6.
(II) Let n(G) = 3k + 2. If C : vivs..v3v,v1 and P : v1vj, vj,...05, ...v;, where
vj, = Un for some jr, =0 (mod 3), then xi(G) < 6.

Proof. (I) First we provide a coloring of C by colors {1,2,3,4}. In this case,
we consider o as the following:

o1(Ig (1)) = 1, o1(I5(v2)) = 4, and for every 4, 3 < ¢ < n, o1(uv;) =
{ 2 i=0 (mod 3)

3 i=1 (mod 3)
1 i=2 (mod 3)

Now we color the incidences in P. First, we consider the incidences of P

10



affected from color 4 on vy and vs. Since o(IZ(vs)) = 2 and o(I}(v3)) =
o(If(v1)) = {3,4}, we can set o(vsvy) = 1. Similarly, since o(I7(v1)) = 1
and o(If(v1)) = o(If(v3)) = {3,4}, we set o(viv3) = 2. Now we color subpath
P : v3vj...v; starting from the incidence v3v; as coloring o’ by renaming color 1 to
5,2 to 6, and 3 to 4. Also, subpath P —vjv3vj...v4v2v; is colorable as ¢’ by colors
{4,5,6}. Now to complete the coloring it is sufficient to color incidences on v in P
which are affected from color 4. Note that o(I (v2)) = 4 and o (I (v2)) = {1,2}.
Also, Since n(C1) = 1 (mod 3), it can easily be checked that (I (v)) = 3.
Thus, we assign o(v2v¢) = 3. Now it suffices to set o(I5 (v2)) = 5 and o (v2v;) = 6.
With this assignment the affected incidences of the color 4 on vs have received
different colors and the coloring is completed (Figure 6(I) is an example of such

coloring. The cycle and path are discriminated by black and dash lines).

(II) First we color the cycle C as o2. Now it suffices to color P in such
a way that adjacent incidences receive different colors. Consider the subpath
P : v1vj,vj,...vj, . We color P; as coloring o', by renaming color 1 to 5, 2 to 6
and 3 to 4. Note that 4 € I (v,) and due to the assumption n = ji, for some
je =0 (mod 3), it is easily checked that 4 ¢ I} (v,). Hence, 4 € I (vy). With
this assignment, the remaining incidences of P are colorable by colors {4,5,6}
and the coloring of G with 6 colors is completed (Figure 6(II) is an example of

such coloring. The cycle and path are discriminated by black and dash lines). B

Figure 6: An example for Theorem 7.
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4 Conclusion

In Section 2, Conjecture 1 is proved for 4-regular graphs which are decomposed
into two Hamiltonian cycles (Theorem 2). Also, the ICC is proved for graphs
of maximum degree 4 which are decomposed into two Hamiltonian paths (Theo-
rem 6). Thus, if G is a 4-regular graph containing two disjoint Hamiltonian cycles,
then by deleting one edge from each Hamiltonian cycle, we obtain a subgraph
satisfying the ICC. Moreover, in Section 3, with some assumptions for graphs
of maximum degree 4 decomposed into a Hamiltonian cycle and a Hamiltonian

path ICC is proved.

Furthermore, regarding to investigating the truth of ICC, we have considered

an equivalent definition of incidence coloring as follows.

Suppose V(G) = {v1,...,vn} and E(G) = {ey1,...,em}. The incidence matriz
of G is defined to be the n x m matrix B, (each row indicates a vertex and each

column indicates an edge), such that

B=(b;) = { 1 the ver.tex v; is incident to the edge e;
0 otherwise
Thus, every entry 1 in B indicates one of the elements of I(G). An incidence
coloring of G is a labeling of the entries 1 in B such that:
i) No two 1’s in the same row receive the same label;
ii) No two 1’s in the same column receive the same label;

iii) If the labels of the entries 45 and kIl in B are equal, then b;; # 1 and by; # 1.

Using this definition, we have provided a computer program to determine the
incidence coloring number of 4-regular graphs. This program for all 4-regular

graphs of order at most 12 gives an incidence coloring by 6 colors.

These results are getting closer to prove ICC in general. Therefore, attempt-

ing to prove ICC for graphs with A = 4 would be worthwhile.

12



Acknowledgment

The authors thank Professor E. Sopena for reading the manuscript and his useful

comments.

References

[1]

[10]

[11]

I. Algor, N. Alon, The star arboricity of graphs, Discrete Math. 75(1989),
11-22.

D. Barth, A. Raspaud, Two edge-disjoint Hamiltonian cycles in the Butterfly
graph, Inform. Process. Lett. 51(1994), 175-179.

J.C. Bermond, O. Favaron, M. Maheo, Hamiltonian decomposition of Cayley

graphs of degree four, J. Combin. Theory. Ser. B. 46(1989), 142-153.

J.A. Bondy, U.S.R. Murty, Graph Theory, volume 244 of Gradute Texts in
Mathematics, Springer, New York, 2008.

R.A. Brualdi, J.J.Q Massey, Incidence and strong edge colorings of graphs,
Discrete Math. 122(1993), 51-58.

D-L. Chen, X-K. Liu, S-D Wang, The incidence chromatic number and the
incidence coloring conjecture of graphs, Math. Econom. 15(3) (1998) 47-51.

B. Guiduli, On incidence coloring and star arboricity of graphs, Discrete
Math. 163(1997), 275-278.

M. Hosseini Dolama, E. Sopena, X. Zhu, Incidence coloring of k-degenerated
graphs, Discrete Math. 283(2004), 121-128.

M. Maydanskiy, The incidence coloring conjecture for graphs of maximum

degree 3, Discrete Math. 292(2005), 131-141.

W.C. Shiu, P.C.B. Lam, D-L. Chen, On incidence coloring for some cubic
graphs, Discrete Math. 252(2002), 259-266.

S. Wang, J. Xu, F. Ma, C. Xu. The (A + 2,2)-incidence coloring of outer-
planar graphs, Prog. Nat. Sci. 18(2008) 575-578.

13



